OTTERHAMPTON PARISH COUNCIL

 MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF OTTERHAMPTON PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 

THURSDAY 6 NOVEMBER 2014, IN OTTERHAMPTON VILLAGE HALL

HINKLEY C UPDATE – R.Edwards, D.Wheeler, W.Barker & A.Jones (EDF):

Representatives from EDF attended a meeting with the Combwich boat club earlier to update them on the works to Combwich wharf. They then attended the parish council meeting to update members. A report is appended to these minutes.
PUBLIC SESSION:

a) Minutes on the Combwich Website – B.Leathwood advised the website is up to date with the latest minutes.

b) B.Leathwood advised PCSO G.Long that the Combwich Website already advertises the Citizen’s Advice Bureau sessions at the United Reform Church, Cannington on Wednesday afternoons, 1 – 4pm.

c) Combwich Buoy – Bill Johnson said that if required, the boat club members will be willing to complete the repairs to the buoy, subject to its transportation back to the boat club site. This is good news as it has now been away some eight years. R.Wilkes said erecting a base for it should be no problem.

PRESENT:

Barry Leathwood (Chairman), Tim Jones (Vice-Chairman), Dick Best, Mervyn Brown, Paul Gripton, Liz Sidebotham, Reg Wilkes, Aly Prowse (Clerk), County Cllr John Edney, PCSO Georgina Long, 4 members of the public. 

65/14
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:

Apologies for absence were received from Dist Cllrs Mike Caswell and Julie Pay.
66/14
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 2.10.14:

The minutes of the meeting held on 2.10.14 were APPROVED and signed by the Chairman. 

67/14
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:

There were no declarations of interest. 

68/14
WARD REPORTS:

County Cllr J.Edney reported that Somerset County Council (SCC) is commencing its budget deliberations 
for 2015/16. A £40m saving has been requested from a budget of £800m. 
T.Jones asked Cllr Edney if the proposed cycle route between Cannington and Combwich will go ahead next 

year. He replied that funding is available and there is a commitment to proceed. A pinch point is the 

Cannington straight as there is insufficient room without land acquisition. B.Leathwood said it will certainly be 

desirable to have the cycle route for the parish.
69/14
PLANNING MATTERS: 
39/14/00011 – 18 Steart Drove, Steart – APPROVED
39/14/00010 – Dwelling, Plot 5 west of Church Hill, Combwich – APPROVED

39/14/00012 – Barns into 2 dwellings at Bolham House, Combwich – APPEAL. No comment

39/14/00013 – Agricultural development, Manor Farm, Otterhampton – PRIOR NOTIFICATION

70/14
FINANCIAL MATTERS:

1. Balances - Current A/C £1065; Business A/C £11647; Reserves A/C £6000. 

2. The following payments were AGREED:

Clerk’s Salary

£255.49

(October, including £13.76 office expenses)
St John Ambulance (D.Best)
£37.60

(Defibrillator replacement pads)

GetMapping Ltd

£57.60

(Sign-up, plus annual fee for Parish-on-Line)
3. Precept

The Clerk handed out precept documentation to aid in the preparation of the precept. The precept will be an agenda item at the next meeting.

4. Financial Regulations

All councillors previously reviewed the revised financial regulations. It was AGREED that they be APPROVED as at 6.11.14, and signed by the Chairman. 

5. Complaints Procedure

All councillors previously reviewed the new complaints procedure. It was AGREED that they be APPROVED as at 6.11.14, and signed by the Chairman. 

71/14
ITEMS FROM THE LAST MEETING:

Review Action List (for actions not covered by the agenda):
a) No 1 - Housing Survey. An email was received from D.Jull who has recently joined the Affordable Housing Department in Sedgemoor District Council (SDC). She has asked if we wish to pursue this initiative as SDC is running a secondary “call for sites”. It was DECIDED to first make an informal approach to the two eligible landowners, to ascertain any potential interest. Action: Clerk  
b) No 5 – Lights at the bus shelter. The solar lighting is in hand. However, a member of the public asked whether permanent street lighting could be installed at the junction, particularly as the junction will get busier; possibly ask EDF to contribute. Highways would need to be consulted. P.Gripton said this will be considered In parallel with the solar lighting scheme. Action ongoing.
c) No 8 – Parish newsletter sponsorship. M.Brown is fairly optimistic that sponsorship will be forthcoming, but an application will need to be made on line via the Magnox Socio Economic Scheme. We will need some definite proposals and costings before we can consider an application. Action ongoing.
d) No 11 – Speak to the School’s Head. G.Long has spoken to the Head and is going to do a talk with the children on road and other safety matters. Action Complete.
e) No 13 – Provision of disabled car parking spaces along Riverview. Work has commenced.   
f) No 14 – “No parking” signs on the Riverside track and Wharf Rd – P.Gripton has ordered them.
g) No 17 – Subscribe to Parish On-Line. Action complete.

h) No 18 – Flooding Information at Steart – D.Best has compiled a report and passed it to J.Edney.

i) No 19 – Footpath Liaison Officer Advertisement – Position advertised; no response to date.
j) No 21 – Invite the Hinkley Point A Director to January’s parish council meeting. It was DECIDED to hold the January meeting on the 8th instead of the 1st. The invitation can now be sent. Action: Clerk
72/14
MEETINGS:

1. Steart Forum 8.10.4 (D.Best):
Minutes of this meeting have been circulated. Key issues from this meeting included: B.Leathwood will be its first Chairman; work by Natural England on the coastal path including the Steart Peninsula is well in hand; flood defence discussions for both Steart and Stolford are ongoing; the Bristol Port Company Scheme does not look promising at this time. The next meeting is in January; Dick has invited Eve Bishop from the Tidal Lagoon Power Company to attend.
2. EDF Community Forum 16.10.14 (D.Best):
Aside from R.Edward’s update earlier, D.Best mentioned the projected costs for Hinkley C; as at 2014 the cost is £16b. When the loan cost is added, the figure is £24b, increasing to an end of contract cost at £34b. This is set against potential £1b earnings per annum when generating. The meeting concluded with D.Eccles talking about the protection of Hinkley Point following the tsunami in Japan. There will be a 1 in 10000 risk of the sea wall defences at Hinkley failing. 
3. Hinkley C Community Impact Mitigation (CIM) Parish Plan Meeting 30.10.14 (B.Leathwood):
This was a strategic meeting to establish a way forward to guide and help the community spend its £0.5m CIM funds. It was proposed to have a joint parish plan and parish council steering group with a suggested membership of 6 from the existing steering group plus 3 councillors to ensure the parish council is involved, but not leading. P.Gripton, T.Jones and L.Sidebotham volunteered. A.Prowse will also assist. The next meeting is on 13.11.14.
73/14
VILLAGE ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR (ASB) PROBLEMS:

Following the reply received from D.Crowle (SDC Enforcement Officer) members are not entirely satisfied that he had been given the correct picture and as a consequence we may not be afforded the protection we are entitled to. P.Gripton has researched the various planning conditions which may substantiate this. The resident in question had been in situ since September, is aged 16 and still at school, although it is believed he has now been moved out. The premises still appear to be used as a meeting place for disruptive children and various people are also turning up to work. It would appear to be a change of use from a dwelling. P.Gripton suggested we subtlety write a letter to Mr Crowle querying the basis of his assessment. This was AGREED. Action: P.Gripton/Clerk
There have been a number of criminal damage incidents over the past few weeks. Members are very unhappy with this ‘mini crime wave’. P.Gripton explained the issue to Cllr Edney and asked him if he could take this up with the various agencies on our behalf, and in particular, the consequences of placing disruptive children together in one small area. Cllr Edney suggested we put all the information together in a letter to Community Inspector Pritchard, and copy him in. Cllr Edney will try to establish the basis of the Company and whether it is within the responsibility of SCC. Action: Clerk   
ASB problems should be reported formally on 101 to enable the Police to deal with them.








Cllr Edney left the meeting at 8.35pm

74/14
CHILDREN’S PLAY AREA – RLT2 FUNDS:
1. A couple of the mums asked B.Leathwood if a seat could be placed in the play area. This was AGREED. It was suggested we seek to use the balance of £99 RLT2 funds as match funding towards it. Action: Clerk
2. T.Jones had an informal approach from the Cannington Playing Fields asking if any groups in our parish would be interested in using the facilities.  He will make some further enquiries and find out exactly what is on offer. Action: T.Jones 
75/14
CORRESPONDENCE/COMMUNICATION:
1. Received after preparation of agenda:
a) Somerset Mobile Library Consultation
Currently, the mobile library stops in 5 locations in Combwich. The proposals will reduce this to two locations including the School. Members felt this will be inadequate as it would not service parishioners with mobility problems. We will respond suggesting that three stops are retained, one at the top of Church Hill, one at the Village Hall and the other outside of the Post Office. Action: Clerk
b) Somerset Minerals Plan Consultation
The Plan will be reviewed to consider if there are any issues we should be commenting on. Action: M.Brown 
c) Changes to Community and Cultural Facilities in the Parish since April 2013
The only item to add is the recreational facilities and increased visitor numbers as a result of Steart Marshes. Action: Clerk
2. Received/sent:
a) From OPRA – Cheques for £582 (fireworks payment from November 2103) and £100 (barn rent).

b) To Burnham Marine – Advising a review of the Buoy’s progress will take place in December 2014.

c) To Get Mapping Ltd – Subscription to Parish on Line mapping system.

d) From Echo Project – Thanking us for our hospitability whilst also advising that the project application for CIM funds had been turned down by the CIM Board.
e) A card from H.Jowett thanking the members for nominating her for the Chairman’s award.

f) To D.Stokes EDF – advising that boulders had been put across the Haul Rd gates and to suggest that EDF place a sign there advising no public access. No response as yet.
76/14 REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES:
1. Hinkley Liaison:
M.Brown reported the handing over of the responsibility for the day to day management of Hinkley Point A to the Cavendish Fluor Partnership on 1.9.14; this included the signing of the Magnox Stakeholder and Socio-Economic Agreement. He attended a two day event in Birmingham which featured a Chair and vice chair’s meeting; a national event hosted by the Nuclear Decommissioning Authority and the first gathering hosted by a new organisation, Radioactive Waste Management Ltd. Waste management options will be revisited. The event also included a session by the Environment Agency on their new assessment process, now known as the ‘Generic Design Assessment’ for new nuclear power station designs. 
2. Hinkley C Development:
This item was covered by R.Edward’s earlier presentation. 
3. Village Hall:
L.Sidebotham reported on a successful Halloween; refurbishment of the village hall is ongoing. 
4. Steart Ward:
D.Best advised that whilst the ‘pallid harrier’ had created huge interest the large amount of visitors over the ten day period had not caused a major problem. 
5. OPRA
B.Leathwood said the firework display went well on 2.11.14; a talk will be given on 18.11.14 by Nic Croker (Avon and Somerset Police) on 30 years of policing; invitations to the Christmas dinner on 6.12.14 will be sent out on 9.11.14. 

A parishioner emailed the Combwich Website concerned about vehicles speeding through the village and suggested that a warning sign could be placed on the ‘OPRA’ barn. Members are not generally in favour of such signage. However, B.Leathwood will chat to the person concerned and if appropriate, will add to the agenda for the next meeting. Action: B.Leathwood.
6. Other
a) Potential Councillor Vacancies
M.Brown advised he will be standing down in May 2015 and wondered if it might be advantageous to do so earlier so that a prospective new councillor could learn the ropes. Both L.Sidebotham and T.Jones felt this would not be of great benefit as realistically, nothing would happen until January. B.Leathwood commented that if anyone is interested, they could always sit in on meetings. It does however highlight the potential problem we have as several members have indicated they will not be standing at the next election, and there does not appear to be much interested from parishioners to come on to the parish council.  


       b) 
Chat and Chill
R.Wilkes advised that no volunteers have come forward to run the chat and chill sessions, therefore there is circa £200 balance in the bank, which we previously suggested should be paid into the parish council bank account. Reg asked whether these funds could be used for the proposed bench as referred to in minute 74/14/1 above. 
77/14
DATE AND TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING:

The next meeting will be on Thursday 4 December 2014, at 7.00pm at Otterhampton Village Hall. 
The meeting ended at 9.30pm.
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Signed:
……....…………………………………………..

Date: 4 December 2014
(Chairman) 

HINKLEY C UPDATE – Ross Edwards, D.Wheeler, W.Barker & A.Jones

Good progress is being made on the site preparation works and the positive decision by the European Commission is another positive for the prject. The conditions attached to the approval are being considered by the investment partners.It is hoped the final investment decision will be confirmed early 2015. EDF Energy will then be in a position to start the entire project. 

Currently, civil engineering work is ongoing in preparation for the main site works; contractors are busy in Cannington commencing the build of the by-pass; progress is being made on renewing Cannington Court; various road improvements have already been installed and more are ongoing; freight management and the park and ride sites are being brought on line to help manage the flow of materials and personnel.

Prior to this meeting, the representatives held a meeting with the Combwich boat club to discuss the current provisional timetable and implications of the wharf works; briefly these include:

Q4 2014 - Select preferred contractor from two bidding finalists; award of contract early in 2015

Q1 2015 – Modicum of work including early ecological works (reptiles/birds/tree lopping)

Q2 2015 – Upgrade the access road (C182 to the wharf); culverts to be installed which will take a couple of months

Q3 2015 – Planned deliveries for Hinkley Point B outage

Q4 2015 – The new wharf quay (October, approx. 6-7 months to build); the main quay site works December / January 2016. These main quay works will be a 15 – 16 months sequential build time and will deliver an L-shaped quay.

Q1 2017 – Lay-down facility which will start when the wharf works are finished. This will be a 12 – 15 month construction period. 

Answers to questions raised:

Wharf building works – These will be as per the Consent, although plans could evolve, finalised possibly 9 – 12 months hence. EDF Energy will consider previous input from us.

Working Hours - These will be in accordance with the Development Consent Order (DCO).

Pile Driving - It is hoped ‘pile installation’ will be the method used as opposed to ‘tapping’, although ‘tapping’ cannot be ruled out. 

Complaints - There is a manned 24 hour complaints hotline to deal with any complaints.

First delivery by boat - This is expected to be June 2018.

Traffic monitoring along C182 – There are robust caps on traffic numbers which will be monitored by the ANPR cameras. 80% of aggregate will be brought in by the new Hinkley Point C jetty to try and minimise traffic on the roads. The roads are going to be busy. All drivers of HGV vehicles have / will receive appropriate training. 

Cycle Path from Cannington to Hinkley – Options are being explored. P.Gripton advised R.Edwards that the promised result of the safety audit carried out on the route through Combwich is still outstanding. Ross said he will speak to R.Lister and chase this up for us, although he believes Rachel is concentrating on the Cannington to Combwich stage.

Harbour flood relief wall – Asked whether EDF Energy are working with the Environment Agency to monitor the houses close-by who may also be liable to subsidence. Mr Wheeler is not aware of any additional monitoring being carried out, although EDF Energy do monitor the intertidal mudflats.

Future Update(s) - B.Leathwood asked if we could have a separate meeting another time to enable more parishioners to be involved. R.Edwards said he plans to come back in January to talk to the boat club, and if there is the demand, would be agreeable to such a meeting. 
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